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Hundreds flock to MoonWatch in Shropshire!

The National Trust property WY -
Attingham Park nearShrewsburin
Shropshirevasthe impressivdack
drop for ShropshireAstronomica >
Society'6SAS)MoonWatcleventon
April 3d —5th. Generouslgllowing
free accesdo the propertyfor the |
three nights, the National Trust
providedthe areain front of the
housefor SAS membergo set up
their telescopes.

Taking full advantageof the
Society for Popular Astronomy's
(SPA)packof supportingnateriafor
the MoonWatch events the SAS
Committeevorkedhardto promote
the event. Over 150 SPA Moon
Watch posterswere distributedby
societymembersthe pressrelease
was sent to local papersand SAS
ChairmarRichard Pearcetook part
in alive radioprogrammexplaining
what the eventwas all aboutand .
inviting people to come along. &

The eventwas a huge success S
attractingwellover250 visitorsover S B | | ‘ ;
the threedayswith peopletravelling [Tt T e N s N e S
fromasfar asSouthBirminghanand [ v el 2O
Stokeon Trentto attend. Many of
the peoplehadneverlookedhrough
a telescopdefore. Lotsof children
andteenagersamealongwith some
peoplecomingbackior asecon@nd 14+ popsoniarfor peopleto look quickly as the number of visitors
eventhird night bringing different though. In commonwvith allsocietiesincreased. Exclamationsf "Wow!
people with them to have a look! the memberarea knowledgeabdand Look at thise and "is that really

The SAS membersprovidedan enthusiastibunch;their enthusiasi Saturn?e  created instant queues
impressive range of about 17 wasinfectiousandthe atmospheref behind the telescopes.
telescopeandbinocularincludinga excitementawe and wondergrew



The many questionsasked by
adultsandchildreralikewereeagerly
answeredy societymembersvho
hadalsobroughtalongMoon maps,
Moon Globesfactsheetandlistsof
whatto lookfor on the Moon. The
UK weathewaskind andthe Moon
was visible on all three nights but
Saturdayvasby far the bestviewing
night where visitors got views of
Saturn, the Orion nebula, the
Pleiades and more.

As peopleleft they gave many
positivecomment$TheMoonWatch
wasabsolutelamazing.GreatView!
So glad | camealong.e *Amanda
Bottomley*’It wasfantastic, very
interestingand exciting.e *George
Hearle (age 7), *"A fantasticand
extremelynterestingevening. Have
seenthingsthat | neverwouldhave
envisagedeeing.Wonderful.s*Mrs
Clark*

Although it was an exhausting
three days, the Society members
thoroughly enjoyedthe event and
havewonderfumemoriesf thelooks
of wonder, particularly on the
children‘daces,as peoplelookedat
the Moon andothercelestiabbjects,
for photographs of the event see

http://image-a-nation.com/
sas/main.php/v/Attingham

On behalf of the Society for
PopularAstronomy(SPA)| wantto When we sat aroundthe SPA  SowithmySPA EesaRgINIV==1s=
thankandcongratulatell thosethat Councitablejustovertwo yearsago haton(notliterally RECEEERICEISEINEE
helpedout at the MoonWatctevent andcameup with the ideaof some as I've yet to +

at Attingham. It wasa tremendouslySort of Open Telescopé&vening,| purchase one —

+
4 ‘ Y
250 visitors. Thoseof you on the big a national event it would becorto say thank you 3 \
‘front line' did a particularlgoodiob  TheShropshiréoonWatctevent for  helping  to A )
asyoucanseeby the commentthat achieveall the SPAhopedt would: 'ealisethe dream A
weremadeby peopleastheyleftand bringing lots of people, especially € SPA Council SIS

the photographshat Mark Wiggin youngstersout to view the Moon hadandhelpingto BNSyy=lgiNlo1¥\%
took;youmadeheimpacendhelped andotherobjecttheyhadnotseerin  Make the Spring

create the wonderful atmosphere. such detail before; inspiring many Mocr)]nWatchevg_nt E 009
sucha resounding
| knowit wastremendousligard N€Wcomerto astronomyandhope

work, especiallon Saturdaywhen fully increasingmembershipf the SUCCESS.
the queuesehindall the telescopes 10¢al Society. Plans are alreadyunderwayto

wereconstantlyhere,asNigel, Ron  Our eventat Attinghandid all of épeathe eventat Attingham Park
and myselfwitnesseds we greeted that andin somestyle! (Thanksto N the autumn,on October 23,
and guided down to the housea Ron Iremongerfor securingsucha 24" and25t whenthe SASintend
constanstreanof people. However, fantastiwenuefor us). It waslovely 0 host a JupiterWatch and
people went away with lasting to welcomesomeof the visitorsto MoonWatchevent.

memoriesf whatthey sawandvery AttinghamPark to our Rodington Mmandy Bailey, SPAPublicityOfficer
excited about it all; some even meetingin April, whichshowshow znd SAS member.

returning for a second night. successful it all was.




Meole Brace wws the IYA

Meole Bracesecondargchoolin

Georgia Tomlinson of Meole

Shrewsburyhas been a specialist Brace School writes:

scienceollegdor somdimeandhave
an activeafter schoobstronomylub
which gives the students the
opportunityto takeanextraO levelin

Dear Mark,

| am just writing to thank you
and the Shropshire Astronomical

AstronomyWith centralgovernment Society for helpingto make the
andotherfunding,they haverecently Meole Brace School Science gffer them free facilities, use of

beenableto acquirefour telescopes College Astronomy Presentation tejescopes

Sadly,no-one in the collegeknew
quite howto useanyof themandso
contacted the SAS for help.

Acccordingly, myself (Stan
Courtney, Peter Shah and Ron
Iremonger duly arrivedat 7pm on
Thursdagd April. Now| haveto say
thatmyexpectatiowasthatwewould
beseeingasmalgroupof keenyoung

people and staff. What actually

occurredvassomethingnuchbigger,
better and grander.

Aspartof the school‘activitiedor
the IYA, the staff had laid on a
fascinatingtalk in the schoolhall,
which must have seatedover 150
pupils,friendsandfamiliesOn proud

displayweretheir four newtelescopes

— an un-powered wooden alt-az
reflector, a small Newtonian, a
computecontrolledyo-to anda very

10 students in the country last
year. Many adults attending the
presentationexpresseda wish to
join an eveningclass,therefore if
any of your members are
interested in offering this oppor-
tunity to the localcommunityl can

and promotional

a hugesuccesso muchso we are
hopingto havea similareventnext
year.We were particularly grateful
to StanCourtney who camealong
with his personal telescope and
allowed our visitors to view not
only the moon but Saturnandone
of its moons.

The event was also supported
by other local astronomy
enthusiastsPeter Shah and Dr.
Ashley Green who along with
Stanprovidedvaluableexpertisein
helpingGeoff Puplettour Head of

Science in using the new
telescopes.
Geoff Puplett teaches an

astronomyGCSEwhichis takenup
by approximatly20 studentsevery

Meole Brace School.

Finallyl would like to bringyour
attention to our next eventwhich
is The Big Free Mathsand Science
Fun Day on Saturday27th June
from 1.00pmto 5.00pm.Thisis an
interactive exploration of maths
andscienceandis opento all ages,
on this day we will be visited by
astrologer Dennis Ashton from
Stardome.

If The ShropshireAstronomical
Societywould like to havea display
at this eventl would be very happy
to facilitateyou and haveattached
a exhibitors form just in case.

Many ThanksGeorgiaTomlinson—
MBS community links coordinator
01743 235961

nicerefractorThetalk wasverywell Y®al with one of our students
received,being full of fascinating 92iNingan A* andbeingin the top
informatiorandlotsof prettypictures.
Thereaftermostpeopledivedin for
refreshments{freedrinksandbikkies
—beforepiling out, with the school's
newscopesandours,to put eyebalto
eyepiece.

Becausef thedateandtheschool‘s
locatiomextto a floodlitsportsfield,
no deepsky observingvaspossible.
However, close-up views of both
MoonandSaturnaswellasthe Orion
Nebulacaused successiaf Ooohs,
AaahandWowsthroughthe restof a
fascinating evening.

Theschoohkreto be congratulatec
on their excellentorganisatiorof a
very enjoyablendinformativeevent.
It is to be hopedhatit will proveto

be just the beginningof an on-going

relationship between the two groug

Stan Courtney

Finally got some good seeing conditions orihtivafdch,
here's the first of 6 avi‘s | did that night, with the TOUCAM and the 12"
Newtonian and 5X powermate. This is an average of 1200 frames (| toc
2400), processed with Registax Key. Wildgoose



Observations

Having seen the television news
that the latestandfinalHST servicing
shuttle mission — STS-125—was
underwayl decidedto havea look at
it at the next opportunity. Alas,it
wasn't visible from the UK, so |
opted insteadto havea look at the
International SpaceStation. It's still
up there, if overshadowedby the
Hubble/Shuttle mission. The first
opportunity was tonight —16" May
2009 — the same night as a
Rodingtonmeeting,] wavedin your
direction but no one waved back.

Armed with a PanasonicLumix
DMC-FZ7 (it's a normal digital—not
a DSLR— boughtit becausd didn‘t
like the idea of wandering round
with £500 of camerato drop), | was
outside at 10:24pm to try to
photograph SpaceStation as it flew
high overhead. After a day of clear
skies the sky had become a bit
murky, but overhead—which the ISS
was supposedto traverse —wasn't
too bad.

So my high-techapproachwasto
put a small portable tripod outside
and point the camera directly

overhead. With an exposureof 60s  ~

followed by the automatedcollection
and subtraction of a dark frame |
would only getone chanceatit. Sol
waited until the space station was
nearingthe edge of the frame (or
where | guessedit to be) before
pressing the button.

I must admit | had fun doing it,
watchedthe starsfor a few minutes
and then nipped inside again for
coffeeandbiscuits.| managedo see
three satellites (there was also a
RussiarCosmosandan Iridium flare)
while standingoutside admiringthe
sightof Lyraand Cygnusrisingin the
east. Lovely. Now all | haveto do is
get the observatory —think large
box painted white — built at last.

To makeit easierto graspthe size
of the field of view I've delineated
some of the constellations.

Why not try doing one yourself?
All the satellite predictions can be
found atwww.heavens-above.com

Grant Privett of Wiltshire.

DAYS
UNTIL

IMPACT!
JVill You B?e '

On March 8t this year,Richard
Pearce,Ghislaine Headland-Vanni
andMark & SallyWiggin attende@
talk given by David H. Levy (of
CometShoemaker-Levy fame)at
Thinktank in Birminghamgourtesy
of the Birmingham Astronomical
Society.

This was entitled:
A Nightwatchman's Journey:
My adventuresas a skywatcher
and cometdiscovererover half a
century.

It wasa fascinatingalk,andwell-
attended. David was particularly
impressedby the standardf ques
tions from the audience
afterwardstHt seem#merican
audiencestend not to ask
gquestionsthat are quite as
challenging and scientifically
literate as we do¥

Photos of David Levy by
Richard Pearce

~ /“‘“\.m__r

G
thinktank

Birmingham science museum



Observing at Ford
Reports byStan Courtney
March 2009.

March proved yet another
disappointmentThedayhadstarted
bright and clear, but the forecast
suggestedloud. Andsoit proved.
By 8.00pm, the skieshad clouded
over,the breezdadpickedup andit
hadbegunto spit with rain. At the
caravampark, it was clearthat no
observing would be possible.

The annoyingthing wasthat the
following day, Sundayalso dawned
bright, clearanddry. If only oneof
the two clearslotson Saturdayand
Sunday mornings had chosen to
appear on Saturday night.

Heigh hol!

April 2009.

The April'meetingtook placeon
March28h —broughtforwardseven
days to accommodateghe IYA
sessions at Attingham.

The day had been cloudy, with
showerand whiletheforecashinted
ataclearspellsometimevernightjt
did not look good. Undaunted,
myseliandmy trusty neighboufrom
the village,Michael,madea startat
just after 7.30pm.

The moonhung low in the west
andwasa thin crescent. While few
featurexouldbe seernon the narrow
lit crescenthe darksideof themoon
wasbathedn Earthshine,andmany
of the moreprominentunarfeatures
couldbe glimpsed.By thistime, the
sky had almostcompletelycleared,
although the seeing was only
moderately good.

As the moondroppedbehindthe
trees, attention turned to Saturn,
whichprovedto be a rewardingite,
with edge-orrings,the hint of aring
shadowenthe planetargiskandone
prominent satellite (Titan?).

We then went clusterandbinary
star hunting, aided by the laptop
running Skymapin night vision
mode. We werealsoluckyto seea
bright Iridium flare.

Sometwo hourslater, giventhat
we were aboutto lose an hour to
British SummerTime, and it was
turning decidedlydamp,particularly
onthescope'metatube,wecalledt
a day and retired home for hot
chocolate and a warm bed.

It is just sucha pity that, yet
again, no other membersof the
societysawfit to availthemselvesf
another  excellent  observing
opportunity at what is, without
doubt,a site significantlysuperiotto
most.

| laterdiscoverethat the society

websiteshowedthat the advertised

date for this meeting had been
postponedne weekto April 11th
rather than brought forward one
week to the end of March to
accommodatie Attinghamweek
end. | hadpreviouslyliscountethis
April 11th weekendas possiblytoo
close to the full moon.

Sincethe eventhadbeenput on
thewebsiteandaftera bright,sunny
day, decidedt mightbepoliticto go
up to the park, just in case.

| wasjoinedpromptlyat 8pmby a
newyoungenthusiasandhis father
from Minsterley. They have been
consideringpuyinga scopeandhad
beento the Attinghamsessiorthe
previous weekend.

The remainingdaylight enabled

May 2009.

The final sessionof the 08-09
winter seasorook placeat Fordon
SaturdayMay 2nd. As is usualfor
this May sessionywe madean early
start at 7.00pm.

With appropriatéltersattachetb
the 8" Skywatcherpbservationsf
the sun were madeas it cameand
went betweenthe clouds. As has
beenwidelyreportedelsewherehe
disc provedentirely devoidof spot
activity.

Attentionthenturnedto the first
guarter moon which, like the sun,
cameand went behindthe patchy
cloud. Thealmostorizontataysof
the sun gave excellentshadowand
featurevisibilityon the lunarsurface,
particularly close to the terminator.

Attemptswerethenmadeo track
downSaturnin the still blueskybut
the thickeningcloud madethis a
fruitless exercise.

By nine o‘clockthe cloud cover
brought an end to proceedings.

Sothatis it for the summerfolks
andwe startup againin September.
My thanksto thosefew peoplewho
havesupportedny efforts over the
monthsat this excellentif somewhat
spartan, site.

See you in September.

meto demonstrateowto assembie
Skywatchehow to polaralign and
set up the finder scope etc..

Observationsierethen madeof
Saturnwhich was one of the first
starsto becomevisible. The Orion
nebulaalsobecamevisible,and we
were able to split Mizar in Ursa
Major into a clear binary.

Whilethe skywassomewhdtazy,
we werefortunatethat there wasa
cloudbankto the eastwhichblotted
outthelaterisingmoonwhichnever
put in an appearance.

The sessioncameto an end at
10pm, when the dew-point was
reached.

Almostbut of nothing this proved
to be a mostenjoyablandprofitable
evening.

JupiterWatch &
MoonWatch

Attingham Park

October 23 1,
24 th gnd 25 th




Images by Peter Shah

IC1318 in Cygf a processing
challengéo saytheleast? | can‘tell
you how manytimesl‘ve processec
this onet I've beenlookingat this
for too long now that im not sure
what im looking at anymore!!!
90minsin O3, 60minsin Ha and
80minsin S2 usingthe HST palette
total 3hours 50mins.

Here's anotherf the nights are
getting lighter, the sky doesntget
blackandthe moonis risingt sol
switched to narrow bandt the
PelicanNebulain S2 Ha and O3
using the Hubble palette.

The Leotriot | hada few issues
with this shot taken over two
different nights, balanceproblems,
causin@valstarsnoiseproblemand
aircraftt so | wasgoing to start
againt butit's cloudysohereit is.

It took someprocessingo sortout tweak] gotachanceo testit alllast
the problemsgradientsall overthe night, | managedo get 2 hours
place ect. any how its 3x10min beforethe mooncameupt It all

exposures in each RGB. worked like a dream, nice tight
youcanseethein theblackareashat starst | shouldbe ableto get some
the dark frames didnt match! images done now!!!! M106

40mins in each RGB
Therearefuzziesll overthe placeijt
wagquiteabusypartof thesky,there
were satellitetrails in every other
frame.

CometLulin taken March 3 rgb
3mins.

Thelris NebulaNGC702350minis
eachRGB a total of 2 and a half
hourst not too badreally,it's quite
difficult to pull out that dark nebula.

Thefirsttimel imaged1101, | made

the mistakeof underestimatinthis

objectf and this time was no

easiert very carefulprocessinghe

curvegeallyneededo be pushedn

very smallstagest but I'm quite

pleased with the end result

30minsof RGB and 40minsof H- SH2-115 — A very difficult targett

Alphat the ha in this shotreally Totalexposur¢éime3 hours20mins,

make those regions pop out lovelythe sunstartedo riseduringthe last
few exposures.

I've had a problemwith the worm
gear on the G11 mount, After NGC6960 the Witches Broom,
stripping it down and giving it a 50mins in each RGB filter



