
The National Trust property
Attingham Park near Shrewsbury in
Shropshire was the impressive back-
drop for Shropshire Astronomical
Society‘s (SAS) MoonWatch event on
April 3rd — 5th.  Generously allowing
free access to the property for the
three nights, the National Trust
provided the area in front of the
house for SAS members to set up
their telescopes.  

Taking full advantage of the
Society for Popular Astronomy‘s
(SPA) pack of supporting material for
the MoonWatch events the SAS
Committee worked hard to promote
the event.  Over 150 SPA Moon-
Watch posters were distributed by
society members, the press release
was sent to local papers and SAS
Chairman Richard Pearce took part
in a live radio programme explaining
what the event was all about and
inviting people to come along. 

The event was a huge success,
attracting well over 250 visitors over
the three days with people travelling
from as far as South Birmingham and
Stoke on Trent to attend.  Many of
the people had never looked through
a telescope before.  Lots of children
and teenagers came along with some
people coming back for a second and
even third night bringing different
people with them to have a look!  

The SAS members provided an
impressive range of about 17
telescopes and binoculars including a

14" Dobsonian for people to look
though.  In common with all societies
the members are a knowledgeable and
enthusiastic bunch; their enthusiasm
was infectious and the atmosphere of
excitement, awe and wonder grew

quickly as the number of visitors
increased.  Exclamations of ”Wow!
Look at this• and ”is that really
Saturn?•  created instant queues
behind the telescopes.   
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The many questions asked by
adults and children alike were eagerly
answered by society members who
had also brought along Moon maps,
Moon Globes, fact sheets and lists of
what to look for on the Moon.  The
UK weather was kind and the Moon
was visible on all three nights but
Saturday was by far the best viewing
night where visitors got views of
Saturn, the Orion nebula, the
Pleiades and more. 

As people left they gave many
positive comments: ”The MoonWatch
was absolutely amazing.  Great View!
So glad I came along.•  *Amanda
Bottomley, *”It was fantastic , very
interesting and exciting.•  *George
Hearle (age 7), *”A fantastic and
extremely interesting evening.  Have
seen things that I never would have
envisaged seeing.  Wonderful.•  *Mrs
Clark* 

Although it was an exhausting
three days, the Society members
thoroughly enjoyed the event and
have wonderful memories of the looks
of wonder, particularly on the
children‘s faces, as people looked at
the Moon and other celestial objects,
for photographs of the event see 

http://image-a-nation.com/
sas/main.php/v/Attingham  

On behalf of the Society for
Popular Astronomy (SPA) I want to
thank and congratulate all those that
helped out at the MoonWatch event
at Attingham.  It was a tremendously
successful event that attracted over
250 visitors. Those of you on the
'front line' did a particularly good job
as you can see by the comments that
were made by people as they left and
the photographs that Mark Wiggin
took; you made the impact and helped
create the wonderful atmosphere. 

I know it was tremendously hard
work, especially on Saturday when
the queues behind all the telescopes
were constantly there, as Nigel, Ron
and myself witnessed as we greeted
and guided down to the house a
constant stream of people.  However,
people went away with lasting
memories of what they saw and very
excited about it all; some even
returning for a second night.  

When we sat around the SPA
Council table just over two years ago
and came up with the idea of some
sort of Open Telescope Evening, I
don‘t think any of us envisaged how
big a national event it would become.  

The Shropshire MoonWatch event
achieved all the SPA hoped it would:
bringing lots of people, especially
youngsters, out to view the Moon
and other objects they had not seen in
such detail before; inspiring many
newcomers to astronomy and hope-
fully increasing membership of the
local society. 

Our event at Attingham did all of
that and in some style! (Thanks to
Ron Iremonger for securing such a
fantastic venue for us).  It was lovely
to welcome some of the visitors to
Attingham Park to our Rodington
meeting in April, which shows how
successful it all was. 

So with my SPA
hat on (not literally
as I've yet to
purchase one —
oops!) I'd just like
to say thank you
for helping to
realise the dream
the SPA Council
had and helping to
make the Spring
MoonWatch event
such a resounding
success.

Plans are already underway to
repeat the event at Attingham Park
in the autumn, on October 23rd,
24th and 25th when the SAS intend
to host a JupiterWatch and
MoonWatch event. 

Mandy Bailey, SPA Publicity Officer
and SAS member. 



Meole Brace secondary school in
Shrewsbury has been a specialist
science college for some time and have
an active after school astronomy club
which gives the students the
opportunity to take an extra O level in
Astronomy. With central government
and other funding, they have recently
been able to acquire four telescopes.
Sadly, no-one in the college knew
quite how to use any of them and so
contacted the SAS for help.

Acccordingly, myself (Stan
Courtney), Peter Shah and Ron
Iremonger duly arrived at 7pm on
Thursday 2nd April. Now I have to say
that my expectation was that we would
be seeing a small group of keen young
people and staff. What actually
occurred was something much bigger,
better and grander.

As part of the school‘s activities for
the IYA, the staff had laid on a
fascinating talk in the school hall,
which must have seated over 150
pupils, friends and families. On proud
display were their four new telescopes
— an un-powered wooden alt-az
reflector, a small Newtonian, a
computer controlled go-to and a very
nice refractor. The talk was very well
received, being full of fascinating
information and lots of pretty pictures.
Thereafter, most people dived in for
refreshments — free drinks and bikkies
— before piling out, with the school's
new scopes and ours, to put eyeball to
eyepiece.

Because of the date and the school‘s
location next to a floodlit sports field,
no deep sky observing was possible.
However, close-up views of both
Moon and Saturn, as well as the Orion
Nebula, caused a succession of Ooohs,
Aaahs and Wows through the rest of a
fascinating evening.

The school are to be congratulated
on their excellent organisation of a
very enjoyable and informative event.
It is to be hoped that it will prove to
be just the beginning of an on-going
relationship between the two groups.

Stan Courtney. 

Georgia Tomlinson  of Meole
Brace School writes:

Dear Mark, 

I am just writing to thank you
and the Shropshire Astronomical
Society for helping to make the
Meole Brace School Science
College Astronomy Presentation
and National Moon Watch Evening
a huge success so much so we are
hoping to have a similar event next
year. We were particularly grateful
to Stan Courtney who came along
with his personal telescope and
allowed our visitors to view not
only the moon but Saturn and one
of its moons. 

The event was also supported
by other local astronomy
enthusiasts Peter Shah and Dr.
Ashley Green  who along with
Stan provided valuable expertise in
helping Geoff Puplett our Head of
Science in using the new
telescopes. 

Geoff Puplett  teaches an
astronomy GCSE which is taken up
by approximatly 20 students every
year with one of our students
gaining an A* and being in the top

10 students in the country last
year. Many adults attending the
presentation expressed a wish to
join an evening class, therefore if
any of your members are
interested in offering this oppor-
tunity to the local community I can
offer them free facilities, use of
telescopes and promotional
support if classes are held at
Meole Brace School. 

Finally I would like to bring your
attention to our next event which
is The Big Free Maths and Science
Fun Day on Saturday 27th June
from 1.00pm to 5.00pm. This is an
interactive exploration of maths
and science and is open to all ages,
on this day we will be visited by
astrologer Dennis Ashton from
Stardome. 

If The Shropshire Astronomical
Society would like to have a display
at this event I would be very happy
to facilitate you and have attached
a exhibitors form just in case.

Many Thanks Georgia Tomlinson —
MBS community links coordinator
01743 235961 

Meole  Brace  wows  the  IYA   

Finally got some good seeing conditions on the 18th March,
here‘s the first of 6 avi‘s I did that night, with the TOUCAM and the 12"
Newtonian and 5X powermate. This is an average of 1200 frames ( I took

2400), processed with Registax V 5.  Kev Wildgoose



Having seen the television news
that the latest and final HST servicing
shuttle mission — STS-125 — was
underway I decided to have a look at
it at the next opportunity.  Alas, it
wasn‘t visible from the UK, so I
opted instead to have a look at the
International Space Station.  It‘s still
up there, if overshadowed by the
Hubble/Shuttle mission.  The first
opportunity was tonight — 16th May
2009 — the same night as a
Rodington meeting, I waved in your
direction but no one waved back.  

Armed with a Panasonic Lumix
DMC-FZ7 (it‘s a normal digital — not
a DSLR — I bought it because I didn‘t
like the idea of wandering round
with £500 of camera to drop), I was
outside at 10:24pm to try to
photograph Space Station as it flew
high overhead.  After a day of clear
skies the sky had become a bit
murky, but overhead — which the ISS
was supposed to traverse — wasn‘t
too bad.  

So my high-tech approach was to
put a small portable tripod outside
and point the camera directly
overhead.  With an exposure of 60s
followed by the automated collection
and subtraction of a dark frame I
would only get one chance at it.  So I
waited until the space station was
nearing the edge of the frame (or
where I guessed it to be) before
pressing the button.  

I must admit I had fun doing it,
watched the stars for a few minutes
and then nipped inside again for
coffee and biscuits.  I managed to see
three satellites (there was also a
Russian Cosmos and an Iridium flare)
while standing outside admiring the
sight of Lyra and Cygnus rising in the
east.  Lovely.  Now all I have to do is
get the observatory — think large
box painted white — built at last.  

To make it easier to grasp the size
of the field of view I‘ve delineated
some of the constellations.  

Why not try doing one yourself?
All the satellite predictions can be
found at www.heavens-above.com  

Grant Privett  of Wiltshire.  

Observations
On March 8th this year, Richard

Pearce, Ghislaine Headland-Vanni
and Mark & Sally Wiggin attended a
talk given by David H. Levy (of
Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 fame) at
Thinktank in Birmingham, courtesy
of the Birmingham Astronomical
Society.  

This was entitled: 
A Nightwatchman‘s Journey: 
My adventures as a skywatcher
and comet discoverer over half a
century.

It was a fascinating talk, and well-
attended.  David was particularly
impressed by the standard of ques-

tions from the audience
afterwards! — it seems American
audiences tend not to ask
questions that are quite as
challenging and scientifically
literate as we do‡

Photos of David Levy by
Richard Pearce



Observing at Ford
Reports by Stan Courtney

March 2009.

March proved yet another
disappointment.  The day had started
bright and clear, but the forecast
suggested cloud.  And so it proved.
By 8.00pm, the skies had clouded
over, the breeze had picked up and it
had begun to spit with rain.  At the
caravan park, it was clear that no
observing would be possible.  

The annoying thing was that the
following day, Sunday, also dawned
bright, clear and dry.  If only one of
the two clear slots on Saturday and
Sunday mornings had chosen to
appear on Saturday night.

Heigh ho!!
---------

April 2009.

The •April‘ meeting took place on
March 28th — brought forward seven
days to accommodate the IYA
sessions at Attingham.

The day had been cloudy, with
showers and, while the forecast hinted
at a clear spell sometime overnight, it
did not look good.  Undaunted,
myself and my trusty neighbour from
the village, Michael, made a start at
just after 7.30pm.

The moon hung low in the west
and was a thin crescent.  While few
features could be seen on the narrow
lit crescent, the dark side of the moon
was bathed in Earth shine, and many
of the more prominent lunar features
could be glimpsed.  By this time, the
sky had almost completely cleared,
although the seeing was only
moderately good.

As the moon dropped behind the
trees, attention turned to Saturn,
which proved to be a rewarding site,
with edge-on rings, the hint of a ring
shadow on the planetary disk and one
prominent satellite (Titan?).

We then went cluster and binary
star hunting, aided by the laptop
running Skymap in night vision
mode.  We were also lucky to see a
bright Iridium flare.

Some two hours later, given that
we were about to lose an hour to
British Summer Time, and it was
turning decidedly damp, particularly
on the scope‘s metal tube, we called it
a day and retired home for hot
chocolate and a warm bed.

It is just such a pity that, yet
again, no other members of the
society saw fit to avail themselves of
another excellent observing
opportunity at what is, without
doubt, a site significantly superior to
most.

I later discovered that the society
website showed that the advertised
date for this meeting had been
postponed one week to April 11th

rather than brought forward one
week to the end of March to
accommodate the Attingham week-
end.  I had previously discounted this
April 11th weekend as possibly too
close to the full moon.

Since the event had been put on
the website, and after a bright, sunny
day, I decided it might be politic to go
up to the park, just in case.

I was joined promptly at 8pm by a
new young enthusiast and his father
from Minsterley.  They have been
considering buying a scope and had
been to the Attingham session the
previous weekend.

The remaining daylight enabled
me to demonstrate how to assemble a
Skywatcher, how to polar align and
set up the finder scope etc..

Observations were then made of 
Saturn which was one of the first
stars to become visible.  The Orion
nebula also became visible, and we
were able to split Mizar in Ursa
Major into a clear binary.

While the sky was somewhat hazy,
we were fortunate that there was a
cloud bank to the east which blotted
out the late rising moon, which never
put in an appearance.

The session came to an end at
10pm, when the dew-point was
reached.

Almost out of nothing, this proved
to be a most enjoyable and profitable
evening.

---------
May 2009.

The final session of the 08-09
winter season took place at Ford on
Saturday May 2nd.  As is usual for
this May session, we made an early
start at 7.00pm.  

With appropriate filters attached to
the 8" Skywatcher, observations of
the sun were made as it came and
went between the clouds.  As has
been widely reported elsewhere, the
disc proved entirely devoid of spot
activity.

Attention then turned to the first
quarter moon which, like the sun,
came and went behind the patchy
cloud.  The almost horizontal rays of
the sun gave excellent shadow and
feature visibility on the lunar surface,
particularly close to the terminator.

Attempts were then made to track
down Saturn in the still blue sky but
the thickening cloud made this a
fruitless exercise.

By nine o‘clock the cloud cover
brought an end to proceedings.

So that is it for the summer, folks
and we start up again in September.
My thanks to those few people who
have supported my efforts over the
months at this excellent, if somewhat
spartan, site.

 See you in September.

JupiterWatch &
MoonWatch

Attingham Park
October 23 rd,
24 th  and 25 th



IC1318 in Cyg‡ a processing
challenge to say the least‡ I can‘t tell
you how many times I‘ve processed
this one‡ I‘ve been looking at this
for too long now that im not sure
what im looking at anymore!!!
90mins in O3, 60mins in Ha and
80mins in S2 using the HST palette
total 3hours 50mins.

Here‘s another‡ the nights are
getting lighter, the sky doesnt get
black and the moon is rising‡ so I
switched to narrow band‡ the
Pelican Nebula in S2 Ha and O3
using the Hubble palette.

The Leo trio‡ I had a few issues
with this shot taken over two
different nights, balance problems,
causing oval stars, noise problems and
aircraft‡ so I was going to start
again‡ but it‘s cloudy, so here it is.

It took some processing to sort out
the problems, gradients all over the
place ect. any how its 3x10min
exposures in each RGB.
you can see the in the black areas that
the dark frames didnt match! 

Comet Lulin taken March 3rd rgb
3mins.

The first time I imaged M101, I made
the mistake of underestimating this
object‡ and this time was no
easier‡ very careful processing, the
curves really needed to be pushed in
very small stages‡ but I‘m quite
pleased with the end result   
30mins of RGB and 40mins of H-
Alpha‡ the ha in this shot really
make those regions pop out lovely.

I‘ve had a problem with the worm
gear on the G11 mount, After
stripping it down and giving it a

tweak, I got a chance to test it all last
night, I managed to get 2 hours
before the moon came up‡ It all
worked like a dream, nice tight
stars‡ I should be able to get some
images done now!!!! M106
40mins in each RGB
There are fuzzies all over the place, it
was quite a busy part of the sky, there
were satellite trails in every other
frame. 

The Iris Nebula NGC702350mins in
each RGB a total of 2 and a half
hours‡ not too bad really, it‘s quite
difficult to pull out that dark nebula.

SH2-115 — A very difficult target‡ 
Total exposure time 3 hours 20mins,
the sun started to rise during the last
few exposures.

NGC6960 the Witches Broom, 
50mins in each RGB filter

Images by Peter Shah


